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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Proehl. 

Considering claim 1, Proehl discloses a reservation information setting apparatus 
(col. 6, line 61 , col. 7, line 2) comprising of schedule table forming means for controlling 
the display of a schedule table that includes calendar information (figure 9, col. 7, lines 
5-13); 

date selection accepting means for accepting a selection input of a target date in 
said schedule table (A subscriber is provided with means to select a day on the TV 
planner calendar by using a remote controller to control the cursor to view selected 
broadcast program(s). col. 8, lines 25-30); 

schedule information accepting means for accepting an input of schedule 
information for said target date (The user is provided with means to edit selected 
broadcasted activity through the daily view TV planner. As the system allows the user 
to edit broadcast activity, the system has schedule information accepting means. - col. 
7, lines 44-47, col. 8, lines 59-60); 
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and reservation information accepting means for accepting an input of 
reservation information for a broadcast program on said target date (The subscriber 
reserves a broadcast program through the TV planner, col 7, lines 34-40). 

Considering claim 2, Proehl discloses an apparatus comprising of display 
instruction accepting means for accepting an input of an instruction to display a 
broadcast program guide corresponding to said target date if said selection input of said 
target date is accepted by said date selection accepting means (The schedule of the 
broadcast activity corresponding to the date selected by the subscriber is displayed on 
the display screen. Figure 10, col. 8, lines 25-30); 

and broadcast program guide forming means for forming a signal for displaying 
said broadcast program guide if said input of said instruction to display said broadcast 
program guide is accepted by said display instruction accepting means (The transport 
IC receives the data stream from the satellite which includes ERG data. The MPEG 
decoder decides the video signal received from the transport IC. 24 - figure 2, col.4, 
lines 7-12 & lines 33-37, col. 8, lines 25-30); 

wherein said reservation information accepting means accepts said input of said 
reservation information through said broadcast program guide (The subscriber is 
provided with means to reserve desired programs through the TV planner, col. 8, lines 
25-30 & lines 59-60). 
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Considering clainn 3, Proehi discloses an apparatus wherein said displayed 
schedule table includes said schedule information for said target date (col. 7, lines 28- 
37) and said reservation infomriatlon for said broadcast program on said target date (col. 
7, lines 46-51). 

Considering claim 4, Proehi discloses an apparatus wherein said broadcast 
program guide is based on the program guide information included in a broadcast signal 
(col. 4, lines 8-12 & lines 33-38). 

As for claim 5, it is an apparatus claim corresponding to the apparatus of claim 1, 
and is therefore rejected for the similar reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 1 . 
Claim 5 additionally calls for the following: 

-reservation information including said target date and a broadcast time on said 
target date (Proehi discloses that the date and time corresponding to the reserved 
broadcast program are included in the TV planner (col. 7, lines 46-51).); 

-reservation information storing means for storing said reservation information for 
said broadcast program on said target date (Proehi discloses that the TV planner stores 
all the scheduled broadcast activity (col. 7, lines 5-10). Reservation information for a 
broadcast program could be scheduled by clicking on the timer/record button in the TV 
planner (col. 8, lines 6-10)); 

-viewing control means for controlling the display of said broadcast program upon 
arrival of said target date and said broadcast time in said stored reservation information 
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(Proehl discloses that upon arrival of the reserved broadcast program, the system 
automatically tunes to the program. By using the buttons on the remote controller, the 
user has different options to select to display. The buttons include a direction key for 
designating a pointer direction such as north, south, east, and west, an ERG key, a 
Favorite key, a select key, a menu key, an exit key, a ten-key numeric keypad and an 
Enter key. -410 - figure 4, col. 8, lines 5-10, col. 5, lines 30-36). 

Claim 6 contains the limitations of claims 1 and 2 and is analyzed as previously 
discussed with respect to those claims. Claim 6 additionally calls for the following: 

-an information signal storing means for storing an information signal (The VCR 
is used to store broadcast content selected for recording or schedule information is 
stored - col. 6, lines 62-67, col. 7, lines 1-2, col. 7, lines 5-10); 

-recording control means for controlling the recording of said broadcast program 
in said Information signal storing means upon arrival of said target date and said 
broadcast time in said stored reservation information (Upon the arrival of the time and 
date of the broadcast program stored in the TV planner, the VCR starts recording the 
broadcasted program - col. 6, lines 61-67, col. 7, lines 1-2, col. 7, lines 5-11). 

Claim 7 is a method claim corresponding to the apparatus of claim 5, and is 
therefore rejected for the similar reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 5. 
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Considering claim 8, Proehl discloses a method comprising of accepting an input 
of an instruction to display a broadcast program guide corresponding to the target date 
if the selection input of the target date is accepted (col. 8, lines 25-30); 

and displaying the broadcast program guide if the input of the instruction to 
display the broadcast program guide is accepted (If the guide is displayed, it is 
acknowledged that the input has been accepted, col. 8, lines 25-30); 

wherein in said reservation information accepting step, the reservation ' 
information is accepted through the displayed broadcast program guide (The 
reservation information is accepted through the TV planner, col. 7, lines 34-40). 

Considering claim 9, Proehl discloses a method wherein the step of displaying 
the schedule table includes displaying the schedule table with the schedule information 
for the target date and the reservation information for the broadcast program on the 
target date (The TV planner allows the subscriber to view which broadcast programs 
one has reserved for selected dates. The TV planner includes additional information 
corresponding to the selected reserved broadcast programs such as program title, 
channel number, and time. col. 7, lines 5-13 & lines 34-41). 

Considering claim 10, Proehl discloses a method wherein the broadcast program 
guide is included in a broadcast signal (col. 4, lines 1-12). 
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Considering claim 11, Proehl discloses a method comprising of storing the 
reservation information for the broadcast program on the target date, the reservation 
information including the target date and a broadcast time on the target date (col. 7, 
lines 42-51); 

and controlling the display of the broadcast program upon arrival of the target 
date and the broadcast time in the stored reservation information (Upon arrival of the 
reserved program, the timer automatically tunes to the selected broadcast program. By 
using the buttons on the remote controller, the user has different options to select to 
display. The buttons include a direction key for designating a pointer direction such as 
north, south, east, and west, an ERG key, a Favorite key, a select key, a menu key, an 
exit key, a ten-key numeric keypad and an Enter key. - 410 - figure 4, col. 5, lines SO- 
SO, col. 8, lines 7-10). 

Considering claim 12, Proehl discloses a method comprising of storing the 
reservation infomriation for the broadcast program on the target date, the reservation 
information including the target date and broadcast time on the target date (col. 7, lines 
46-51); and recording the broadcast program upon arrival of the target date and the 
broadcast time in the stored reservation information (The combination of the broadcast 
system EPG and VCR coupled to the broadcast system allows automatic recording of 
future programming. The subscriber schedules the recording of a future program by 
clicking on the timer/record button (912-figure 9). col. 6, lines 63-67, col. 7, lines 1-2, 
col. 8, lines 7-10). 
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Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumaiya A. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8567. The examiner can nomrialiy be reached on Mon-Fri, 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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